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Same Location since 1988

 Direct Repair Facility for Most
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 Lifetime Warranty

 Onsite Rental Cars, Free Shuttle
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NEW INFANT PROGRAM STARTING THIS FALLNEW INFANT PROGRAM STARTING THIS FALL

8 3 1 - 4 3 9 - 9 3 1 3
123 S.Navarra Drive
Scotts Valley, CA

2 blocks off 
Hwy 17 at 

Granite Creek Road
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begin with...

...an education for life

Now enrolling ages 4 months thru Kindergarten

Learn more about our MSV Programs:
Visit

Enroll your 18 month old to 6 year old in our last two ‘07 Summer Sessions, July 16th

All Our Teachers

Enquire

Our beautiful campus at your convenience

thru August 3rd and August 6 thru August 24. This can be a good introduction to Montessori.

about our Nido (Italian for ‘nest’) program to be opened this Fall for infants four to 18
months of age. This will be the first AMI Montessori Nido Program in the Monterey Bay area.

have been certified after spending at least one year of intensive study at a 
training site approved by the Montessori Association International (AMI) or the American 
Montessori Society (AMS)

The         Store Scotts Valley
  Safeway/Longs Plaza  438.7038

™

MORE THAN JUST A SECURE MAILBOX...
The UPS Store Mail Receiving Service

Street Address

Secure Package Protection

Call-in Service

24 Hour Access

By Rachael Montague
Press-Banner

This winter, Mother Nature 
dropped only half or a third 
of Santa Cruz County’s aver-
age rainfall, which puts the 
county in its first recent year 
of drought. While one year of 
drought is inconvenient, two 
or three dry years are a real 
cause for concern, according to 
local experts.

Up to now, local water has 
met local needs, but some say 
there is concern for the future, 
with population growth and 
global-warming issues, such as 
prolonged drought and rising 
sea levels.

The county’s water supply is 
locally supplied and is almost 
entirely owned by the public. 
The origin of much of the coun-
ty’s surface waters starts high 
in the mountains, making the 
San Lorenzo Valley the first in 
line for water. During years of 
normal rainfall, the valley may 
have a surplus of water, making 
it a water goldmine. 

However, in years of 
drought, water conserva-
tion is essential, said Betsy 
Herbert of the San Lorenzo 
Valley Water District. People 
in the San Lorenzo Valley are 
generally conscientious water 
users, which is why the district 
has asked its customers to 
voluntarily reduce water use 
by 15 percent through the sum-
mer. Another year or two of 
drought could require manda-
tory reductions.

To battle concerns over 
water, cities in the county 
are coming up with creative 
solutions. Scotts Valley, for 
example, depends heavily on 
recycled water to supplement 
the town’s growth. Recycled 
water is water that is treated 
to a point that it is safe for non-
potable uses, such as landscap-
ing in parks, schools and large 
commercial developments. 

Charlie McNiesh of the 
Scotts Valley Water District 
said, “Mitigating growth 
impacts in Scotts Valley is 
directly proportional to the 
amount of water we can recy-

cle and conserve.” 
To conserve and use more 

recycled water, the Scotts 
Valley City Council is consider-
ing the use of high-efficiency 
toilets and urinals through 
mandates to new construction 
and incentives for voluntary 
retrofits. Some toilets or urinals 
that are under consideration 
are waterless urinals, dual-flush 
toilets, high-efficiency toilets 
and dual-plumbing, where toi-
lets use recycled water. 

Also, the Scotts Valley Water 
District is considering working 
with the city of Santa Cruz to 
create a favorable exchange of 
water. McNiesh said that Santa 
Cruz has several large custom-
ers, such as the Pasatiempo 
Golf Course, that could benefit 
from Scotts Valley’s recycled 
water during the summer. 

Most years, Santa Cruz can 
spare surface water during the 
winter that Scotts Valley could 

use to replenish the aquifers. 
“By tying together in times 

of need,” McNiesh said, “we 
can stretch our water.” 

The 2004-05 Santa Cruz 
County Grand Jury reported 
that at the current rate of devel-
opment, the city of Santa Cruz 
will run short of water by 2015. 

If normal rainfall foretells 
water shortage, then how 
about years of drought? 

“Right now, water supply is 
generally adequate most years 
but insufficient in drought 
years,” said Bill Kocher of 
the Santa Cruz City Water 
Department. 

“We haven’t updated our 
water system since 1972, and we 

are starting to feel it. One year 
of drought means mandatory 
conservation measures. Another 
of drought could put us 50 per-
cent behind consumer demand 
in the city of Santa Cruz.” 

To deal with the looming 
threat of a water shortage dur-
ing drought years, the Santa 
Cruz water department may 
build a desalinization plant to 
offer protection during drought 
years and with climate change.

Soquel and Watsonville 
may face the largest threats, 
because they depend heavily 
on aquifers near the ocean. 
If an aquifer goes below sea 
level, it invites seawater into it. 

Roy Sikes of the Soquel 
Creek Water District said 
seawater intrusion will ruin 
an aquifer. 

“Once you get high chlorides 
in an aquifer, the aquifer is 

Lack of rain could lead to 
water woes, experts warn

“By tying together in 
times of need, we can 

stretch our water.”
— Charlie McNiesh

Scotts Valley Water District
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CONSERVATION TIME: This sign on Highway 9, near the border between Ben Lomond and Felton, explains the 
state of the San Lorenzo Valley’s water situation based on the light rainfall season that ended June 30.
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